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Sunni students fed to hold stir against 
shortage of HS batches in Malabar
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Malappuram

THE SAMASTHA Kerala Sun-
ni Students Federation (SKSSF) 
has decided to protest the gov-
ernment’s discrimination in al-
lotting enough higher second-
ary batches to the districts in 
Malabar despite the declara-
tion of  the SSLC results.  

As a first step, a night march 
will be taken out in Malap-
puram on Friday under the 
auspices of  the SKSSF state 
committee. 

“In Malabar, especially in 
Malappuram where the maxi-
mum number of  students se-
cured full A+ grades in the 
SSLC examinations, there are 
not enough higher secondary 
seats required for further stud-
ies. This has been the case in 
Malabar for many years. When 

protests brew, the authorities 
concerned usually get away by 
temporarily increasing the 
number of  seats. 

This results in an unscien-
tific classroom environment 
with an improper teacher-stu-
dent ratio, harming the quality 
of  education and even disci-
pline,” said SKSSF president 
Panakkad Sayyid Hameed Ali 

Shihab Thangal.  
He said the temporary ar-

rangement system of  increas-
ing the number of  seats to 70 in 
a classroom where only a maxi-
mum of  40 students can sit is 
cruelty towards the students. 

“The only solution is to in-
crease the batches as needed,” 
he said.  

Thangal pointed out that last 
year, thousands of  students had 
to join private institutes to pur-
sue higher secondary educa-
tion due to the shortage of  seats 
in government schools. 

“We will not allow the gov-
er nment to discriminate 
against the students of  Mala-
bar. Our protest will continue 
until the concerned depart-
ment releases necessary batch-
es in the northern districts,” he 
added.

Abdul Rahim faces legal fees 
hurdle for release from Saudi jail
The plaintiff lawyer there has demanded a fee of 7.5 lakh riyals (equivalent to E1.66 crore)

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

ABDUL RAHIM, for whom a 
‘blood money’ of  `34 crore has 
been crowdfunded, faces anoth-
er obstacle to his release from a 
Saudi Arabia jail as the plain-
tiff  lawyer there has demanded 
a fee of  seven and a half  lakh 
riyals (equivalent to `1.66 
crore). This new complication 
arises amid efforts to transfer 
the ‘blood money’ to Rahim’s 
f amily  account  in  that 
country.

According to Rahim’s legal 
aid committee in Kozhikode, 
intensifying further court pro-
ceedings hinges on satisfying 

the lawyer’s demand. The law-
yer insists on receiving five 
percent of  the 15 million riyals 
raised for charity be-
fore proceeding with 
any other legal step. 
Failure to meet this de-
mand raises concerns 
of  delays in Rahim’s 
release.

“Lawyer’s fee is part 
of  the legal proceed-
ings in Saudi. We are 
ready to pay both plaintiff  and 
defence lawyer’s fees. There are 

many kind individuals who have 
assured to donate more money. 
The only issue is we have to 

transfer this money 
through the green chan-
nel. We cannot send this 
money to an individu-
al’s bank account. We 
are waiting for the em-
bassy’s approval to send 
the money,” said Abdul 
Rahim Aid Committee 
general convener K K 

Aleekutty. 
The agreement for pardon-

ing Rahim, to be signed by the 
plaintiff  and the defendant in 
the presence of  the governo-
rate, is expected to be finalised 
soon. The defendant has in-
formed the court of  their readi-
ness to pay the ransom and the 
plaintiff  is prepared to pardon 
Rahim upon acceptance. 

Earlier, Keralites living 
around the world crowdfunded 
`34 crore in three days to ena-
ble the release of  Rahim, facing 
the death penalty. Rahim has 
been in prison for the past 18 
years after a 15-year-old boy, 
who was left in his care and 
was on life support system, 
died while he was driving the 
latter in a car in 2006.

Abdul Rahim

The SKSSF members says 
that a temporary increase in 
number of seats often result 
in an unscientific classroom 

environment with an 
improper teacher-student 

ratio. This harms the quality 
of education and even 

discipline

Skewed ratios

We are ready to pay both plaintiff and defence lawyer’s fees. There 
are many kind individuals who have assured to donate more money. 
The only issue is we have to transfer this money through the green 
channel – K K Aleekutty, Abdul Rahim Aid Committee general convener

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

VIGILANCE measures will be tightened against 
the spread of  epidemics like jaundice, rat fever 
and dengue fever in Kozhikode Corporation lim-
its. In order to prevent the spread of  mosquito-
borne diseases, steps will be taken to observe dry 
day in the houses to destroy the sources of  mos-
quitoes and to ensure this by forming special 
squads and inspecting the houses. In order to pre-
vent the widespread spread of  jaundice, drinking 
water in hotels will be tested by government labs 
to ensure that it is fit for use. In order to sensitise 
people about this, an awareness class will be or-
ganised on May 14 at Jubilee Hall in the presence 
of  District Medical Officer with the participation 
of  Councillors, Corporation Health Department 
employees, Asha workers, Kudumbashree ADS 
representative, and Ward Sanitation Committee 
representative. 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kozhikode

NOW, THE SKSSF leader-
ship has also come up 
in support of  Umar 
Faizy, saying that the 
feeling expressed by 
him is the collective 
o p i n i o n  o f  t h e 
Samastha. 

SKSSF state general 
secretary O P Ashraf  
said Salam has been 
indulging in insulting 
Samastha leaders for 
sometime now.

It is for the first time 
Sadiq Ali  Shihab 
Thangal is expressing 
an opinion on the alle-
gations against Salam 
after  Umar Faizy 
raised them. 

IUML state secre-
tary K M Shaji had 
said the party has its own 
mechanism and doesn’t need 

advice from others on such 
issues.

The relationship between Sa-
mastha and IUML has touched 

an all-time low after the burn-
ing of  the copy of  Sa-

mastha mouthpiece ‘Su-
prabhatham’ daily 
after it carried an ad-
vertisement of  the 
LDF. 

Added to this was 
many controversial 
remarks of  Umar 
Faizy, which was in-
terpreted as an at-
tempt to help the LDF. 
Moreover, CPM leader 
M V Jayarajan had 
paid a visit to Faizy af-
ter the elections.

Asked about the 
elections in Ponnani, 
Sadiq Ali  Shihab 
Thangal said there is 
no doubt about the re-
sults. The fight was 
between and LDF and 

the UDF. The UDF will win the 
seat, he said.

Mosquito-borne diseases: 
Koz corp takes measures

UDF will win Ponnani 
seat, says Thangal

Experts in drought-hit areas in Wayanad
Kalpetta: A team of experts from various 
departrments visited Mullankolli, Panamaram, 
Pulpally, Noolpuzha, Moopainad, Vengappally, 
Tavinjal, Thondarnad village panchayats and various 
places of Mananthavady municipality in the drought-
hit district. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kozhikode: All the journals of 
‘Aryavaidyan,’ an English quarterly 
being published by Arya Vaidya Sala, 
since 1987 has been handed over to 
Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam 
University, Tirur. University research 
director Dr Anil Chelambra received 
the copies from Arya Vaidya Sala 
managing trustee and chief physician 
Dr P M Warrier. Centre for Textual 
Studies and Publications, Arya 
Vaidya Sala, chief editor Prof K 
Murali, chief sub-editor Dr K 
Devikrishnan, executive editor Dr A 
Raghunathan and deputy manager 
Vinod were present during the event.

All journals of ‘Aryavaidyan’ 
handed over to Thunchath 
Ezhuthachan university

Rajeev Chandrasekhar  @Rajeev_GoI
Dear Rahul Gandhi , Sam Pitroda - I’m from south India and I am Indian (not African 
Chinese or Arab) What about you - Revanth Anumula, Siddaramaiah, MK Stalin,  
Pinarayi Vijayan ?

TWEET
OF THE 

DAY

The party has its 
own mechanism 

and doesn’t need 
advice from others 

on issues, 
including 

allegations 
against Salam 

after Umar Faizy 
raised them.

K M Shaji, IUML state 
secretary 


