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You did lots of damage to IUML, says
Women’s League leader to Haritha girls 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

MUSLIM Women’s League na-
tional general secretary Noor-
bina Rashid has expressed some 
reservations over the re-induc-
tion of  the former leaders of  
Haritha, who had raised a ban-
ner of  revolt against their par-
ent organisation. In a Facebook 
post on Thursday, she also ex-
pressed the hope that the girls 
will not be the propagators of  
Islamic feminism, which is 
against the basic ideol-
ogy of  the party.

It may be recalled that 
the IUML leadership 
had withdrawn discipli-
nary action against the 
girls and had elevated 
them to the national 
leadership of  the Mus-
lim Youth League. The 
former Haritha leaders, includ-
ing Fatima Thahliya and Najma 
Thabsheera, had filed a case 
against MSF state president P K 
Navas for insulting woman-
hood. Haritha is the girl’s wing 
of  the MSF functioning on the 

campuses. In the post, Noorbi-
na said the utterances of these 
girls had brought immense 
damage to the party. “IUML 
workers were portrayed as anti-

woman and those who 
nurture obsolete ideolo-
gy. They (former Haritha 
leaders) still believe that 
all those were part of  
their struggle. They 
should think of  lakhs of  
party workers whose 
heads were lowered in 
shame when the media 

framed headlines like Taliban 
League,” she said.

Noorbina said the girls were 
re-inducted into the party con-
sidering the letter they gave to 
the leadership and after the 
withdrawal of  the case they 

filed. “The party leaders asked 
you to refrain from such things 
like a father advising children. 
You had left the IUML to the 
mercy of  the media and the 
communists, who were preying 
on the party,” Noorbina said.

She advised the girls to aban-
don the feminist ideology they 
have in their heads. “Women’s 
League is the feeder organisa-
tion of  the IUML that enabled 
the women to uphold their iden-
tity and faith. It pained us a lot 
when some of  these girls called 
us the Kitchen League,” she 
said, adding that one can see 
many women who had swum 
against the current in the 30-
year-old  history  of  the 
organisation.

Noorbina said Islamic femi-
nism is an ideology coined to 
attract Muslim girls to liberal-
ism. “Those who imbibe the 
idea will be against the ideolo-
gy of  the IUML,” she said. Noor-
bina expressed the hope that 
the re-inducted girls will not en-
gage in any activity that pro-
motes liberalism among Mus-
lim girls.

New directives for test: Driving school owners ramp up protest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

AS owners of  driving schools 
across the state launched an in-
definite strike on Thursday 
against the new set of  regula-
tions introduced by the Motor 
Vehicles Department (MVD) 
for driving tests, the protestors 
in Ernakulam said they won’t 
cooperate with activities of  the 
Regional Transport Office 
(RTO) until the controversial 
order is withdrawn. 

While a few candidates and 
MVD officials turned up at the 
driving test ground in Kakka-
nad on Thursday morning, 
they had to return as the test 
was suspended due to the stir. 

“The indefinite protest will 
continue until the transport 
minister withdraws the circu-
lar issued in haste. Many work-
ing in the sector will lose their 
jobs with the implementation 
of  the new regulations. The cir-
cular was issued one fine morn-
ing sans consulting any stake-
holders,” said T P Baiju, 
state vice-president of  
All Kerala Driving 
School Workers Union 
(CITU). 

However, the learners’ 
tests will be held for the 
moment. 

Among others, the new regu-
lations seek to limit the number 
of  driving tests to 30 per day. 

Also, the driving test ground 
should have separate tracks for 
holding tests like angular park-

ing, parallel parking, zig-
zag driving and gradient 
test. 

The MVD had earlier 
decided to limit driving 

tests at each centre to 50 
per day. However, the same 

was withdrawn following pro-
tests before the new regulations 
were implemented on May 1. 

“Limiting driving tests from 

120 per day to 50 and again to 30 
has affected around 3,500 candi-
dates in Ernakulam alone. 
Many were issued a date for the 
test earlier, which later got can-
celled. The worst affected will 
be those who fail in the tests as 
chances of  getting another date 
within six months, the validity 
period of  Learner’s license, is 
close to impossible, “ said Au-
gustine James, a driving school 
owner. 

Meanwhile, the MVD offi-

cials said they haven’t received 
any fresh circular and hence 
the new regulations will be 
strictly implemented. 

“The driving schools in most 
regions observed ‘Black Day’ 
today and didn’t bring candi-
dates. These schools will have 
to invest funds to adhere to the 
directives, which is why they 
are protesting,” said a senior 
MVD official. 

Expressing concern, a candi-
date said, “I did not receive a 
new date for the driving test af-
ter the earlier one was can-
celled abruptly. I don’t know 
when I can take the test. The 
validity of  my learners’ license 
will expire in two months.”

Min’s accusation of mafia in 
Malappuram sparks criticism
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram 

THE statement by Transport 
Minister K B Ganesh 
Kumar, suggesting that 
a mafia in Malappuram 
is behind the protests 
against driving test re-
vamps, has drawn criti-
cism from various quar-
ters. Responding to the 
protests on Thursday, 
Ganesh said the govern-
ment would not tolerate such 
mafia-led protests. Malap-
puram experienced protests at 
driving test centres on the day, 

with driving school owners 
blocking motor vehicle officers
from entering test grounds. 

The minister’s statement was 
perceived by protestors 
as an attack on Malap-
puram district. They de-
manded that the minis-
ter retract his statement 
and issue an apology. 
“The minister seems to 
get angry whenever 
Malappuram is men-
tioned. His statement is 

offensive to the district. He 
should retract it,” said Abdul 
Gafoor, CITU Malappuram dis-
trict secretary.

SUMMER PARADISE
Amid scorching heat in most parts of the state, Munnar experiences a chill  weather, making it  a definite weekend spot. Tourist footfall  has increased in 

the hill  town owing to the rising temperature in the plains and coastal regions |  T P SOORAJ 

The driving schools in most regions observed ‘Black Day’ on Thursday 
and didn’t bring candidates. These schools willa have to invest funds 
to adhere to the directives, which is why they are protesting

A senior MVD official

IUML workers were 
portrayed as anti-woman 
and those who nurture 
obsolete ideology. They 
(former Haritha leaders) 
still believe that all those 
were part of their struggle

Noorbina Rashid, Women’s 
League national gen secy

Noorbina Rashid

Shigella scare in P’thitta after death of 8-year-old girl in Adoor
Pathanamthitta: Pathanamthitta is facing a Shigella scare after an 8-year-old girl from Adoor, who was undergoing 
treatment at the Kottayam MCH for vomiting and diarrhoea, died on Tuesday. Avantika, a Class III student from 
Kadambanad, died after her health deteriorated following vomiting and diarrhoea. The health department carried out 
a cleaning drive after some of the residents in the area complained of vomiting and diarrhoea, the common symptoms 
of shigellosis. However, the district medical officer said there was no confirmation regarding Shigella.

EP demands inquiry into conspiracy
LDF convenor E P Jayarajan has approached the state police chief demanding an inquiry in the 
alleged conspiracy going on against him by Congress leader K Sudhakaran, BJP leader Shobha 
Surendran and controversial middleman T G Nandakumar. He also demanded that a special team 
be formed to inquire about the petition.

Lookout notice against ‘absconder’ 
Prajwal; MLA dad booked for rape
H D Revanna seeks anticipatory bail; another woman files complaint against Prajwal

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru/Kalaburagi

MORE trouble seems to be 
brewing for Hassan MP Prajw-
al Revanna and his MLA father 
H D Revanna in the alleged sex 
videos case as the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) issued a 
lookout notice against Prajwal 
while a Hassan court allowed 
the SIT to invoke rape charges 
against MLA Revanna, who has 
moved a special court seeking 
anticipatory bail. Further, an-
other woman has filed a com-
plaint of  sexual harassment 
against Prajwal.

As Prajwal failed to appear 
before the investigation officer 
despite being served a notice, 
the SIT issued a lookout notice 
against him on Thursday, term-
ing him an ‘absconder’. As per 
the lookout notice, the law en-
forcement agencies have been 
requested to arrest him wher-
ever he is sighted. The notice 

has been issued to all immigra-
tion points at airports, sea 
p o r t s  a n d  a l s o  b o r d e r 
checkposts. 

Prajwal, who is said to be in 
Europe, on Wednesday sought 
a week’s time to appear before 
the SIT through his advocate. It 
is said Prajwal has booked a re-
turn ticket to Bengaluru from 
Munich in Germany on May 15 
and will be landing in the city 
in the wee hours of  May 16. 
However, the MP is said to have 
flown to Dubai from Munich on 
Wednesday. Continuing the 
probe, the SIT on Thursday re-
corded the statement of  one of  

the victims before a magistrate 
under section 164 of  CrPC. The 
SIT has managed to identify 
some of  the victims. But the in-
vestigators are not getting 
much cooperation from them. 
It is said that some victims have 
threatened to commit suicide if  
they are forced to give any 
statements. Besides, the inves-
tigation agency has also issued 
a notice to a person, identified 
as Naveen Gowda from Belur in 
Hassan, who is accused of  dis-
tributing the pen drives con-
taining the videos and photo-
graphs of  the MP with the 
victims. Poornachandra Tejas-
wi MG, a supporter of  Prajwal 
Revanna, had filed a complaint 
against Gowda, who is said to 
be a close aide of  a minister, in 
the Hassan CEN police station 
for circulating the videos on 
April 23.

Gowda is alleged to have 
posted the video on social me-
dia and deleted it after the com-

plaint was filed. The SIT offic-
ers have found proof  against 
Karthik, the former car driver 
of  Prajwal Revanna, of  leaking 
obscene videos on WhatsApp to 
Naveen Gowda. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Kalaburagi, Home Minister Dr 
G Parameshwar confirmed 
that, so far, two women have 
lodged sexual harassment com-
plaints. He said Prajwal, 
through his advocate, request-
ed the SIT to give him more 
time to appear before it. “As far 
as my knowledge goes, there is 
no provision to extend the time. 
If  he fails to appear before SIT, 
it may initiate steps to arrest 
him. Already a ‘Look Out No-
tice’ has been served against 
him,” he added. The govern-
ment will not interfere with the 
investigation being carried out 
by the SIT. If  Revanna fails to 
appear before SIT on Thursday, 
the SIT may take steps to arrest 
him, Parameshwar warned. 

Prajwal Revanna H D Revanna


