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1,500
passengers stuck in Spain port due to 
Bolivian passengers’ visa problem  LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 

 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 17 3 LC
Colombo 31 26 LC
Dhaka 36 27 SNY
Dubai 28 22 LC
Houston 26 16 SNY
Istanbul 21 12 LC
London 16 12 LR

Los Angeles 15 8 LC
Melbourne 18 11 LC
Moscow 8 -1 LC
New York 11 4 LR
Singapore 32 27 LR
Toronto 3 1 LR
Washington 13 5 LC

9 dead, 70 trapped as 7.4-magnitude quake rocks Taiwan
More than thousand people reported injured; tsunami warning was issued but later lifted

HUALIEN (TAIWAN)

THE strongest earthquake in a 
quarter-century rocked Taiwan 
during the morning rush hour 
Wednesday, killing nine people, 
stranding dozens of  workers at 
quarries and sending some res-
idents scrambling out the win-
dows of  damaged buildings.

The 7.4 magnitude quake, 
which also injured more than 
1,000, was centred off  the coast 
of  rural, mountainous Hualien 
County, where some buildings 
leaned at severe angles, their 
ground floors crushed. Just 
over 150 kilometres away in the 
capital of  Taipei, tiles fell from 
older buildings, and schools 
evacuated their students to 
sports fields, equipping them 
with yellow safety helmets. 
Some children covered them-
selves with textbooks to guard 
against falling objects as after-
shocks continued.

Rescuers fanned out in Hual-
ien, looking for people who may 

be trapped and using excava-
tors to stabilize damaged build-
ings. The numbers of  people 
missing, trapped or stranded 
fluctuated frequently as au-
thorities learned of  more in 
trouble and worked to locate or 
free them.

Some 70 workers who were 
stranded at two rock quarries 

were safe, according to the fire 
agency, but the roads to reach 
them had been damaged by fall-
ing rocks. Six workers were go-
ing to be airlifted on Thursday.

In the early hours after the 
quake, neighbours and rescue 
workers could be seen on TV 
lifting residents, including a 
toddler, through windows and 

onto the street, after doors 
fused shut in the shaking.

Taiwan is regularly jolted by
quakes and its population is 
among the best prepared for 
them, but authorities said they 
had expected a relatively mild 
earthquake and accordingly 
did not send out alerts. The 
eventual temblor was strong 

enough to scare even people 
who are used to such shaking.

“I’ve grown accustomed to 
(earthquakes). But today was 
the first time I was scared to 
tears by an earthquake,” said 
Hsien-hsuen Keng, a resident 
who lives in a fifth-floor apart-
ment in Taipei. “I was awak-
ened by the earthquake. I had 
never felt such intense shaking 
before.” At least nine people 
died in the quake, which struck 
just before 8am, according to 
Taiwan’s national fire agency. 
T he local  United  Daily  
News reported that three  
were hikers killed in rockslides 
in Taroko National Park, which 
is in Hualien, and that a  
van driver died in the same 
area when boulders hit the 
vehicle.

A tsunami warning was trig-
gered but later lifted. Another 
1,011 people were injured. The 
quake and aftershocks also 
caused 24 landslides and dam-
age to roads.  AP

Taiwan is no stranger to 
powerful earthquakes yet 

their toll on the island's 23 
million residents has been 

relatively contained thanks 
to its excellent earthquake 
preparedness, experts say.

LIVING WITH EARTHQUAKES

Taiwan and its surrounding waters 
have registered about 2,000 
earthquakes with a magnitude of 
4.0 or greater since 1980, and 
more than 100 earthquakes with 
a magnitude above 5.5, according 
to the USGS. The island’s worst 
quake in recent years struck on 
September 21, 1999, with a 
magnitude of 7.7. It caused 2,400 
deaths, injured around 1,00,000 
and destroyed thousands of 
buildings.  The last deadly quake 
to strike Hualien County occurred 
in 2018, collapsing a historic hotel 
and other buildings. ‘This high 
level of seismic activity will 
unfortunately continue for 
millions of years to come,’ said 
Stephen Gao, a seismologist and 
professor at Missouri University of 
Science and Technology. 

PRONE TO 
EARTHQUAKES

LIES ALONG THE LINE OF 
SEISMIC FAULTS IN THE 

PACIFIC ‘RING OF FIRE’

WHY SO MANY TEMBLORS?

Taiwan lies along the Pacific 
‘Ring of Fire,’ the line of 

seismic faults encircling the 
Pacific Ocean where most of 

the world’s earthquakes 
occur. The area is 

particularly vulnerable to 
temblors due to the tension 

accumulated from the 
interactions of two tectonic 

plates, the Philippine Sea 
Plate and the Eurasian 

Plate, which may lead to 
sudden releases in the form 

of earthquakes. 

HOW WELL-EQUIPPED IS 
TAIWAN TO HANDLE QUAKES? 

The island has implemented 
strict building codes, a world-
class seismological network, 
and widespread public 
education campaigns on 
earthquake safety. The govt 
continually revises the level of 
quake resistance required of 
new and existing buildings 
which may increase construction 
costs and offers subsidies to 
residents willing to check their 
buildings’ quake resistance. It 
also is pushing quake drills at 
schools and workplaces

In this image taken from a video footage, residents rescue a child from a partially 
collapsed building in eastern Taiwan |  AP

RAFAH (GAZA STRIP)

THE bodies of  six foreign aid work-
ers killed in Israeli airstrikes began 
the journey back to their home coun-
tries Wednesday as they were 
transported out of  the Gaza 
Strip and into Egypt, Egyp-
t i a n  s t a t e  t e l e v i s i o n 
reported.

The deadly strikes have re-
newed criticism of  Israel’s 
conduct in the nearly 6-month-
old war with Hamas and highlighted 
the perilous conditions aid workers 
face in trying to deliver food to the 
besieged enclave, where experts say 

nearly a third of  the population is on 
the brink of  starvation.

The three British citizens, a Polish 
citizen, an Australian and a Canadi-
an American dual citizen worked for 

World Central Kitchen, an inter-
national charity founded by 
celebrity chef  José Andrés. 
Their Palestinian driver was 
also killed, and his remains 
were handed over to his fam-

ily for burial in Gaza. The oth-
er bodies were driven into Egypt 

through the Rafah crossing.
The seven were distributing food 

that had been brought into Gaza 
through a newly established mari-

time corridor when Israeli airstrikes 
targeted their three vehicles late 
Monday, killing everyone inside.

Israel said it carried out the strikes
by mistake and that it has launched 
an investigation.

Some of  Israel’s closest allies, in-
cluding the United States, con-
demned the deaths, which led the 
World Central Kitchen and other 
charities to suspend food deliveries, 
citing the dire security situation.

Israel faces growing isolation as 
international criticism of  its Gaza 
assault has mounted. North Gaza is 
on the verge of  famine, experts 
warned.  AP

Bodies of six slain foreign aid workers leave Gaza


