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Polytechnic colleges earn NBA certification
Six govt, one self-financing institutions achieve milestone | Accreditation to open better job prospects for students

A N U  K U R U V I L L A  @Kochi

ONCE perceived as an avenue 
for individuals unable to se-
cure admission to engineering 
colleges, polytechnics have un-
dergone a remarkable transfor-
mation. Today, these institu-
tions are producing well-trained 
students proficient in various 
trades, with top-tier core com-
panies in the country actively 
recruiting them. Moreover, 
they have achieved an addi-
tional milestone by earning 
National Board of  Accredita-
tion (NBA) certification.

Former Senior Joint Direc-
tor (Polytechnic), Beena P, said 
that six government polytech-
nics and one from the self-fi-
nancing sector have been 
granted NBA accreditation.Ac-
cording to her, there are 47 gov-
ernment polytechnics, 52 gov-

ernment-aided polytechnics 
and around 102 self-financing 
polytechnics in the state. 

“The very first college to get 
the NBA accreditation was the 
Women’s Polytechnic College 
at Thrissur,” she said. “Fur-
thermore, Government Poly-
technic Palakkad, Kozhikode 
Government Polytechnic, Pe-
rumbavoor Government Poly-
technic, and Pala Government 
Polytechnic have also obtained 

NBA certification for some of  
their courses,” added Beena.

Geetha, Principal of  Kala-
massery Government Poly-
technic (GPT), highlighted that 
in addition to government pol-
ytechnics, one self-financing 
polytechnic college also se-
cured NBA accreditation. “Get-
ting an NBA certification for 
courses goes a long way in get-
ting the students passing out 
from the institution good job 
prospects. It should be noted 
that only those institutions 
that have a good academic 
track record besides good 
placements get the certifica-
tion,” she said.

Explaining the NBA accredi-
tation the Kalamassery GPT 
principal said, “It is tough to 
get accredited by NBA. First of  
all, the institutions need to ap-
ply for it. We got NBA accredi-

tation for three of  our courses 
namely Chemical Engineering, 
Computer Engineering and 
Electronic and Electrical Engi-
neering.  Colleges are required 
to register themselves with the 
NBA, and there is a fee of  Rs 
two lakh per course that 
must be paid for 
certification.” 

Elucidating the 
benefits of  getting 
an NBA certifi-
cation, Geetha 
said, “The ac-
creditation 
makes the 
graduation 
c e r t i f i c a t e 
that the stu-
dents get after 
the completion 
of  their cours-
es equivalent 
to the diploma 

certifications of  nearly all the 
countries across the world. 
And hence, enables the mobil-
ity of  graduates and profes-
sionals. It also makes the insti-
tutions strive continuously to 
improve the quality of  the edu-
cation provided by them.”

According to her, with aca-
demic excellence comes job op-
portunities for the students. 

“Last year, around 80 final-
year students in various 
streams had bagged place-
ments before completing 

their course in August. 
Some of  the major com-
panies recruiting stu-
dents from the campus 

include Infosys, MRF 
Tyres, Bajaj Auto Ltd, L&T 
Construction and Tata Hi-
tachi Construction Ma-
chinery Company Pvt 

Ltd,” she said.

6 GOVT COLLEGES WITH 
NBA ACCREDITATION

Women’s Polytechnic College in 
Thrissur, Government Polytechnic 

in Palakkad, Kozhikode 
Government Polytechnic, 

Perumbavoor Government 
Polytechnic, Pala Government 
Polytechnic and Kalamassery 

Government Polytechnic

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE NUMBER of  students enrolled in Class I in 
the current academic year (2023-24) dropped by 
over 10,000 compared to the previous year’s figures 
in government and aided schools, showed the en-
rolment figures released by the General Education 
Department. Interestingly, unaided schools follow-
ing the state syllabus saw new enrolments jump by 
over 5,000 this year in class one. 

In another worrisome trend, the number of  new-
ly enrolled students from Classes two to 10 in gov-
ernment and aided schools nosedived to nearly 
one-third compared to the previous year. 

While 1.19 lakh new students joined Classes two 
to 10 in 2022-23, it plummeted to 42,059 students this 
year.

If  the overall figures from Classes 1 to 10 are 
taken into account, government and aided schools 
saw enrolments drop by over 94,000 compared to 
the previous year while unaided schools witnessed 
admissions increasing by 7,887. 

This is in sharp contrast to last year when the 
General Education Department claimed that un-
aided schools showed a steady decline in enrol-
ment figures across all classes. Last year, nearly 
25% of  the new enrolments in government and 
aided schools were from unaided schools, the de-
partment had said. The enrolment figures this 
year also show that the overall number of  students 
showed a drop in government schools except in 
districts such as Kottayam and Ernakulam. 

ENROLMENT FIGURES

Classes 1 -10  2022-23  2023-24 Increase /   
   Decrease

Govt & Aided   34,99,363  34,04,724  - 94,639  

Unaided  3,34,036  3,41,923 + 7,887 

Total 38,33,399  37,46,647  - 86,752

Class 1  2022-23  2023-24  Increase /   
   Decrease

Govt & Aided  2,68,313  2,58,149   - 10,164  

Unaided  34,855  39,918  + 5,063 

Total   3,03,168 2,98,067   - 5,101

DROP IN 
OVERALL  

NUMBERS

Enrolment 
figures show 

drop in 
overall 

number of 
students in 

government 
schools 

except in 
Kottayam 

and 
Ernakulam

New admissions nosedive in govt, aided 
schools, see increase in unaided sector

Custodial death: IUML 
seeks removal of SP
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Malappuram

FOLLOWING the state govern-
ment’s decision to entrust the 
Tanur custodial death investi-
gation to the CBI, the IUML has 
demanded the removal of  
Malappuram SP Sujith Das. Ac-
cording to IUML sources, an 
impartial investigation into the 
death is possible only after re-
moving the SP. IUML leader N 
Samsudheen told TNIE that al-
lowing the SP to remain in his 
post could increase risk of  tam-
pering with evidence. Thamir 
Jiffri, 30, from A R Nagar in 
Malappuram, died in police 
custody on August 1. The post-
mortem report highlights inju-
ries sustained when he was in 
custody. Presently, eight offic-
ers have been suspended in 
connection with the case. 

Samsudheen said, “We raised 
the issue in the assembly. Re-
grettably, the government is yet 
to take appropriate action 
against the SP. We suspect the 
possibility of  the SP’s involve-
ment or knowledge in the cus-
todial torture. To facilitate an 
unhindered investigation by 
the CBI, we firmly demand the 
removal of  Malappuram SP.” 

He also warned that if  the 
government does not take ac-
tion against the SP, IUML will 
launch a series of  protests.

IUML leader and Tiruranga-
di MLA K P A Majeed said the 
demand for the SP’s removal, 
for the sake of  a just investiga-
tion, is endorsed by UDF. “We 
anticipate an order from the 
government soon to relieve the 
SP of  his duties. The govern-
ment is likely to heed to our de-
mand,” Majeed said. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru

IN a major twist to the investigation of  the multi-crore 
Bitcoin scam, a fresh FIR has been registered against Cen-
tral Crime Branch (CCB) officers in Karnataka who in-
vestigated the case earlier.

The FIR was registered following a complaint by the 
Special Investigation Team (SIT), which is now probing 
the case, after forensic tests revealed that the seized dig-
ital devices have been tampered with. 

The FIR was registered against unnamed police offic-
ers at Cottonpet police station on August 9 based on a 
complaint by DySP K Ravishankar, the investigation 
officer of  the case.

According to his complaint, new files were created in 
five digital devices — two pen drives, two Apple Mac-
Books and a hard disk — belonging to the accused, after 
they were seized and kept in police custody.

In his complaint, the DySP stated that the police had 
seized the digital devices from the accused in connec-
tion with the case registered at Kempegowda Nagar po-
lice station in 2020. 

Bitcoin scam: FIR against 
K’taka crime branch sleuths

Girl collapses, dies during college fete
Karimnagar: A 17-year-old girl, G Pradeepthi, who was 
dancing at a freshers’ party at Telangana State Model 
School and Junior College at, collapsed and died on 
Friday. Till the time she collapsed, she was dancing 
with joy, participating in various cultural programmes.
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V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Puthupally by- election is on and #CPM is again insulting #OommenChandy and his 
family. CPM has always tried to tarnish him and that continues even after his death. 
How pathetic is the tatics.
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