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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 24 SNY
Colombo 30 26 LC
Dhaka 31 27 LR
Dubai 43 34 SNY
Houston 39 28 SNY
Istanbul 28 21 SNY
London 26 15 LC

Los Angeles 27 19 SNY
Melbourne 16 10 HR
Moscow 28 21 SNY
New York 30 21 LC
Singapore 31 27 SNY
Toronto 24 19 LC
Washington 31 21 SNY

FIVE
killed by floods triggered by 
monsoon rains in Myanmar

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  SW: Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’S Supreme Court on Friday struck down a 
recently enacted law modifying the review process of  
its judgments, a major ruling that will diminish the 
chances of  ex-PM Nawaz Sharif ’s bid to challenge his 
lifetime disqualification from holding any public 
office.

A three-member bench of  the apex court led by Chief  
Justice Umar Ata Bandial and comprising Justice Ija-
zul Ahsan and Justice Munib Akhtar unanimously 
ruled that the Supreme Court (Review of  Judgments 
and Orders) Act 2023 was “unconstitutional.”

The 87-page order said: “Parliament cannot legislate 
regarding any matter relating to jurisdiction and pow-
ers of  the Supreme Court.” Moreo-
ver, the bench in its order contend-
ed that “any legislation ... under the 
garb of  enlargement of  [the] juris-
diction of  the Supreme Court, is in-
disputably an intrusion in the inde-
pendence of  the judiciary.” Any 
attempt by way of  ordinary legisla-
tion to interfere in the scope of  the 
court’s powers and jurisdiction, in-
cluding its review jurisdiction, 
would constitute a wrong reading and interpretation 
of  Constitution, order states.

The Supreme Court in its detailed verdict stated that 
the law was ‘repugnant to and ultra vires the Constitu-
tion’ while being beyond the legislative competence of  
Parliament. “It is accordingly struck down as null and 
void and of  no legal effect.” 

It was said that Nawaz Sharif  could be a beneficiary 
as he was disqualified by the Supreme Court in 2017. 
He was disqualified by the apex court but he couldn’t 
file an appeal as there was no law to challenge the judg-
ment of  the SC. In 2018, he became ineligible to hold 
public office for life after a SC verdict.

Reacting to the apex court striking down the law, 
former law minister Azam Nazeer Tarar told Geo News 
that the verdict was unfortunate. “It is not a good tradi-
tion if  courts will repeatedly interfere in Parliament’s 
workings and give verdicts that impair its independ-
ence,” he said. PTI

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’S drugs regulatory watchdog has said that hos-
pitals and common citizens can import vital medicines, 
including anti-cancer drugs and vaccines, from India for 
their use, a media report said on Friday. 

The Drug Regulatory Authority of  Pakistan (DRAP) said 
on Thursday that there was no restriction on hospitals or 
the common man on importing vital medicines (anti-can-
cer drugs and vaccines) from India for their own use under 
the Import Policy Order 2022 after obtaining no objection 
certificate (NOC) from the authority, The News Interna-
tional reported.

The statement of  the DRAP officials came during a ses-
sion of  the Senate Standing Committee on Health when 
Senator Professor Mehr Taj Roghani raised the issue of  
the unavailability of  several 
essential medicines in the 
country amid economic crisis. 
“In view of  (the) unavailability 
of  some essential medicines in 
Pakistan, common people and 
hospitals can apply for a NOC 
to directly import medicines
from India. Currently, there is 
no ban on (the) import of  any 
drug from India under the Im-
port Policy Order 2022,” DRAP 
officials told the forum.

During the session, Senator Roghani said that doctors 
from Sindh and other provinces had sent her a long list of  
medicines, including Heparin and other drugs used to 
treat neurological and psychiatric illnesses, vaccines and 
other biological products unavailable in Pakistan.

DRAP officials responded that the authority had 
launched a countrywide survey of  unavailable medicines 
and asked their field force countrywide to report all the 
essential medicines not available at the healthcare 
facilities.

In its written response to the Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Health, the drugs regulatory watchdog said it was 
working on publishing the list of  unavailable medicines 
with contact details on its official website, which would be 
updated periodically based on real-time market surveil-
lance. PTI
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NAME SOUGHT FOR 
CARETAKER PM  

Pakistan’s President Arif Alvi on 
Friday asked outgoing PM Shehbaz 

Sharif and outgoing leader of the 
opposition Raja Riaz to propose a 

name for the appointment of 
caretaker PM by Saturday. In a 

letter written to Sharif and Riaz, the 
president recalled that he had 

dissolved the Assembly on the PM’s 
advice on August 9. Alvi then 

directed Sharif and Riaz to propose 
the name of the interim premier 

“not later than August 12.”

LAWYERS CAN MEET 
IMRAN, SAYS HC  

The Islamabad High Court ruled on 
Friday that the lawyers of Imran Khan 
can meet him in Attock prison where 
he has been incarcerated. “We have 

said this before and we will say it 
again, lawyers are allowed to hold 

meetings,” the chief justice said. The 
ruling came after Imran’s lawyer 

appeared before Chief Justice Aamer 
Farooq and requested him to issue 
directives to allow the legal team 

access to Imran Khan.

EVERY GOVT NEEDS 
ARMY: PAK PM    
Pakistan’s outgoing PM Shehbaz 
Sharif has admitted that even his 
government could not run without 
the support from military. “Mr 
(Imran) Khan also received military 
support during his tenure. His 
government was a blend of various 
components, despite his accusations 
against others for the same. Every 
government requires backing from 
key sectors, including the military,” 
Sharif said in an interview with Geo 
News on Thursday.

Rocket with lunar lander blasts off on  
Russia’s first moon mission in 50 years    

MOSCOW

A rocket carrying a lunar landing 
craft blasted off  Friday on Russia’s 
first moon mission in nearly 50 years, 
racing to land on Earth’s satellite 
ahead of  an Indian spacecraft.

The launch from Russia’s Vostoch-

ny spaceport in the Far East of  the 
Luna-25 craft to the moon is Russia’s 
first since 1976 when it was part of  
the Soviet Union. The Russian lunar 
lander is expected to reach the moon 
on August 23, about the same day as 
Indian craft which was launched on 
July 14. 

The Russian spacecraft will take 
about 5.5 days to travel to the moon’s 
vicinity, then spend three to seven 
days orbiting before heading for the 
surface. Only three governments have 
managed successful moon landings: 
the Soviet Union, the United States 
and China. 

African bloc to send troops in Niger
NIAMEY

TENSIONS are escalating between 
Niger’s new military regime and the 
West African regional bloc that has 
ordered the deployment of  troops to 
restore Niger’s flailing democracy. 

The ECOWAS bloc said on Thursday 
it had directed a “standby force” to 
restore constitutional order in Niger 
after its Sunday deadline to reinstate 
ousted President Mohamed Bazoum 
expired. Hours earlier, two Western 
officials told AP that Niger’s junta 

had told a top US diplomat they 
would kill Bazoum if  neighbouring 
nations attempted any military in-
tervention. It’s unclear when or 
where the force will deploy and 
which countries from the 15-member 
bloc would contribute to it.


