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A 41-year-old man was arrested under POCSO 
case for sexually assaulting and impregnating a 
minor girl in TN. Her parents raised suspicion 
against the man. Police registered a case 
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92% of caste survey completed: CM
Revanth says, first phase of social justice achieved by introducing reservation for SC’s, ST’s

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

TERMING it as a “social move-
ment 3.0” undertaken by the 
ruling Congress, Chief  Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy on Tues-
day said that caste census was 
required to ensure implemen-
tation of  “jitni abadi utna haq” 
(rights proportional to the 
share in population)”. 

The slogan was coined by the 
Leader of  the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with 
the promise of  equal opportu-
nities in education, employ-
ment and fulfilling the aspira-
tions of  the people. Speaking at 
the ‘Samvidhan Raksha Abhiy-
an’ meeting organised by the 
AICC the Talkatora Stadium in 
Delhi on the occasion of  Con-
stitution Day, Revanth reiter-
ated the demand that the Cen-
tre conduct the caste census 

nationwide along with Census-
2025.

AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and oth-
er top Congress leaders were 
present. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Revanth said: “Following the 
footsteps of  Sonia Gandhi, Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Rahul 
Gandhi, the Telangana govern-
ment launched social, econom-
ic and caste surveys, and 92% 
of  the survey has already been 
completed in Telangana.” He 
added that his government 
would achieve social justice af-
ter the completion of  the caste 
survey. 

The chief  minister said that 
the first phase of  social justice 
was achieved by introducing 
reservation for SC and ST com-
munities and nationalisation 
of  banks during the regimes of  
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira 

Gandhi. The second phase was 
reducing adult franchise to 18 
years from 21 and the Mandal 
Commission by Rajiv Gandhi , 
with caste census being the ‘so-
cial justice 3.0’.

Stating that the Constitution 
has been in danger in the coun-

try for the past 10 years, 
Revanth said that Rahul Gan-
dhi launched a nationwide 
movement to protect it. He said 
that people gave mandate limit-
ing BJP to just 240 seats when 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
asked for 400 seats because peo-
ple rallied behind the move-
ment launched by Rahul 
Gandhi.

“People defeated Modi in the 
country and the results of  the 
Wayanad and Nanded Lok Sab-
ha byelections are proof,” 
Revanth said. 

“We should remember that 
the ongoing fight is between 
the protectors of  the Constitu-
tion and the enemies of  the 
Constitution. The family of  
Gandhi is fighting to protect 
the Constitution and the Modi 
family (Sangh family) is trying 
to change the Constitution,” 
Revanth stated. 

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy met 
Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandhi in New 
Delhi on Tuesday I  EXPRESS

TG HC strikes down 
41 writ petitions 

against Musi Project
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

MAKING it clear that ecological concerns and public wel-
fare outweigh individual grievances, Justice CV Bhaskar 
Reddy of  the Telangana High Court has rejected a clutch 
of  41 writ petitions against the State government’s Musi 
rejuvenation project. However, the judge made it clear that 
the State government must ensure strict implementation 
of  the Supreme Court guidelines regarding removal of  un-
authorised constructions in the full tank level (FTL), buffer 
zone, and riverbed of  the Musi.

The court reaffirmed the applicability of  the Water, Land 
and Trees Act (WALTA) 2002, and strict adherence to Build-
ing Rules, 2012 in dealing with violations.

During the hearing, the State government detailed its 
plans for the Musi Riverfront Development Project, stating 
that it aims to transform the river into a clean, flowing wa-
ter body with enhanced infrastructure and urban land-
scapes. The proposal entails surveys using satellite image-
ry and Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) 
technology to identify encroachments.

The government informed the court that 15,000 2BHK 
units have been marked for allocation to families affected 
by the project, with 319 families already rehabilitated.

Also, the affected families would be provided livelihood 
support through interest-free loans, educational access, 
and welfare schemes, the court was told. 

Key points of the judgment

Temporary and unauthorized structures 
must be cleared in a time-bound manner

A socioeconomic 
survey should be 

done to assess and 
rehabilitate 

affected people

Officials directed to 
prevent sewage and 
other contaminants 
from polluting the 
river

Encroachers and land grabbers found damaging water bodies 
are to face criminal proceedings under the Telangana 

Irrigation Act and WALTA, 2002

TN to ink 
coastal deal 
with World 
Bank in Jan
S V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @ Chennai

THE State government’s ambi-
tious Tamil Nadu Coastal Res-
toration Mission is set to get 
rolling in two months, as a for-
mal contract will be signed 
with the World Bank in 
January. 

Sources said Chief  Minister 
MK Stalin is likely to chair the 
Tamil Nadu Governing Coun-
cil on climate change on De-
cember 5 during which the mis-
sion details will be discussed. 

Officials have confirmed that 
30% readiness, a prerequisite 
for signing the contract, has 
been achieved, and a detailed 
project report is being pre-
pared. The coastal restoration 
mission is crucial as the State 
is seeing the worst of  climate 
change with increased frequen-
cy of  extreme weather events. 
The coastal sea erosion is also 
adding to the problem. 

As part of  the mission, the 
government with the assist-
ance from the World Bank 
would be pumping in a whop-
ping `1,675 crore over the next 
five years to arrest sea erosion, 
reduce marine pollution and 
conserve marine biodiversity. 

The government will set up a 
special purpose vehicle ‘Tamil 
Nadu Blue Carbon Agency’ to 
ensure a dedicated and focused 
attention on overseeing the 
preservation and restoration 
of  targeted coastal ecosystems, 
including mangroves, seagrass 
and salt marshes.

Robber gang nabbed, buyer  
of loot also held in Kerala
Kochi: A gang of thieves who had been 
carrying out robberies in and around Aluva 
were arrested with stolen goods on Tuesday. 
The gang comprised Guljar Hussain, Ameer 
Hussain, Rajak Ali, and Marimuthu. Police said 
they had been robbing temples, mosques and 
uninhabited houses. They would find a place 
to rob during the day and steal at night. They 
sold the stolen goods at local scrap shops, but 
sold the stolen jewellery in Tamil Nadu. A
scrap dealer who bought stolen goods was 
held. They were produced in court and 
remanded. They will be taken to TN for probe


