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33.7%
Labour’s vote share in the  
UK general elections

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 32 23 SNY
Colombo 31 27 SNY
Dhaka 31 27 LR
Dubai 40 33 SNY
Houston 35 27 SNY
Istanbul 29 22 SNY
London 20 14 LC

Los Angeles 30 18        SNY
Melbourne 12 5 SNY
Moscow 33 20 SNY
New York 29 22 SNY
Singapore 30 26 LR
Toronto 28 18 SNY
Washington 26 15 SNY

KEIR STARMER VOWS TO REBUILD BRITAIN
Labour’s landslide victory ends 14 years of Conservative rule. Sunak bows 

out. Starmer assumes charge as Britain’s 58th prime minister
Labour’s resurgence a stunning turnaround from five years ago, when hard-left 
former leader Jeremy Corbyn took the party to its worst defeat since 1935

LONDON 

KEIR Starmer on Friday 
promised to “rebuild Brit-
ain” as he took office as 
the UK’s new prime min-
ister following his centre-
left Labour party’s land-
slide general election 
victory that ended 14 
years of  Conservative 
rule.

Head of  state King 
Charles III asked Starmer 
to form a government dur-
ing a meeting at Bucking-
ham Palace, officially ap-
pointing the 61-year-old as 
prime minister.

Labour’s victory is a 
stunning turnaround from 
2019 elections, when the 
party plunged to its worst 
defeat since 1935. Flag-
waving crowds of  cheer-
ing Labour activists lined 
Downing Street as Starm-
er arrived as the party’s 
first prime minister since 
Gordon Brown in 2010. 
“Now, our country has vot-
ed decisively for change, 
for national renewal and a 
return of  politics to public 

service,” he said in his 
first speech in the role. 
“The work of  change be-
gins immediately, but have 
no doubt, we will rebuild 
Britain.”

Starmer quickly went to 
work appointing his new 
cabinet,  with Rachel 
Reeves becoming Britain’s 
first female finance minis-
ter and David Lammy ap-
pointed foreign secretary. 
The results buck a trend 
among Britain’s closest 
Western allies, with the 
far right in France eyeing 
power and Donald Trump 
looking set for a return in 
the US.

Congratulations came 
in from the European 
Council chief  Charles 
Michel, French President 
Emmanuel Macron, and 
Germany’s Chancellor 
Olaf  Scholz, who said 
Starmer would be a “very 
good, very successful” 
prime minister. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky said the two coun-
tries would “continue to be 
reliable allies through 

thick and thin”.
Sunak tendered his res-

ignation to the king short-
ly after returning to Lon-
don from his  r ural 
constituency in northern 
England, where the depth 
of  his party’s defeat quick-
ly became apparent. 

The Tories’ worst previ-
ous election result was 156 
seats in 1906. Former lead-
er William Hague told 
Times Radio this was “a 
catastrophic result in his-
toric terms”. 

The new government on 
Friday pledged immediate 
action to grow the econo-
my after the centre-left 
party won a landslide gen-
eral election victory.

However, its task could 
be hampered by strained 
state finances following 
huge spending by the pre-
vious Conservative ad-
ministration to protect 
millions of  jobs during 
the Covid pandemic.

Britain’s economy is 
currently on a more stable 
footing after exiting a mild 
recession.  Agencies

Britain’s newly-elected Prime Minister Keir  Starmer and his wife Victoria Starmer enter No 10 Downing 
Street on Friday |  AP

Starmer quickly went to work 
appointing his new cabinet. A look at 

those selected for some of  
prominent ministerial positions

WHO’S WHO IN UK’S 
NEW LABOUR GOVT 

A trade unionist 
before being elected 

to parliament in 
2015, she was elected 

as Labour ’s number 
two in 2020

Being deputy prime 
minister — filling in for Starmer at 

weekly parliamentary questions 
when he is unable to attend — 

Rayner would be responsible  
for housing policy and tackling 

regional inequalities

The former Bank of 
England economist 
is in line to become 

the first female 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, living 

next door to Starmer 
at 11  Downing Street

A central figure in Labour efforts 
over the last four years to regain 

the electorate's trust on economic 
issues, she insists it  is  now “the 

natural party of British business”

Lammy, 51, a black 
lawmaker descended 

from slaves, has 
honed his vision for 

UK diplomacy with 
dozens of foreign 

trips in the past  
two years

He has argued that the foreign 
ministry needs to “rediscover the art of 

grand strategy” in the post-Brexit era

Lammy, an MP since the age of 27 
in 2000, is likely to steer Britain 
towards closer EU ties — no easy 

task with both Brussels and 
Eurosceptic Britons reticent
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Oldest person to take 
PM’s chair since 1976

LONDON  

BRITAIN’S new prime min-
ister Keir Starmer is an ex-
human rights lawyer and 
public prosecutor who will 
have to focus his relentless 
work ethic and methodical 
mind on fixing the country.

At 61, Starmer is the oldest 
person to take the role in al-
most half  a century, but was 
only elected to parliament 
nine years ago.

The married father-of-two 
is unlike most modern politi-
cians: he had a long and dis-
tinguished career before be-
coming an MP and his views 
are rooted in pragmatism 
rather than ideology.

“We must return politics to 

service,” Starmer said re-
peatedly during the cam-
paign, promising to put 
“country first, party second” 
following 14 chaotic years of  
Conservative rule under five 
different prime ministers.

That mantra chimes with 
supporters’ lauding of  him 
as a safe pair of  hands who 
will approach life in Down-
ing Street the same way he 
did his legal career: seriously 
and forensically.

Detractors, though, label 
him an uninspiring oppor-
tunist who regularly shifts 
position. They say he has not 
spelled out a clear and defin-
ing vision for the country.

Supporters admit that 
lacks the charisma of  more 
flashy predecessors like 
Boris Johnson, but say that 
therein lies his appeal: a re-
assuring and strait-laced 
presence following the tur-
bulent, self-serving years of  
Tory rule. 

With his grey quiff  and 
black-rimmed glasses — 
Starmer, named after La-
bour’s founding father Keir 
Hardie — is also the centre-
left party’s most working-
class leader in decades. “My 
dad was a toolmaker, my 
mum was a nurse,” he often 
told voters.  AFP

Britain’s King Charles II I  (R) 
welcomes Keir Starmer at 
Buckingham Palace in London |  AFP

Tensions as France set for Round 2 of elections
Paris: Tensions were running high Friday as France’s election 
campaign came to an end ahead of a one-day pause and then a 
historic run-off vote that could paralyse government or see the 
far right sweep to power. More than 50 candidates and 
campaign activists have been physically assaulted during the 
campaign, the shortest in modern French history, and 30,000 
police will be deployed this weekend to head off trouble. Friday 
was the last official day of campaigning with Saturday a day of 
rest before polls open on Sunday for run-off races in 
constituencies that failed to choose an outright winner last 
Sunday. Last month, President Emmanuel Macron plunged his 
country’s future into doubt by calling a snap legislative poll 
after his centrist allies were trounced in European elections. 
Macron explained his shock decision as a chance for French 
voters to reject a slide towards political extremes.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Record number  
of Indian-origin  
MPs elected

LONDON 

A record number of  around 28 Indian-origin 
members of Parliament have been elected to the 
House of  Commons in the UK’s general election 
as results were announced on Friday, with sev-
eral Conservatives surviving an overall brutal 
outcome for their party.

Outgoing prime minister Rishi Sunak leads 
the Tory charge of  British Indians holding on to 
their seats, with a decisive win in his Richmond 
and Northallerton constituency in Yorkshire. It 
would have come as small consolation for the 
Tory leader, who saw his party haemorrhage 
over 200 seats as the Labour Party’s landslide 
victory unfolded.

Other prominent British Indian Tories holding 
on to their seats included former home secretar-
ies, Suella Braverman and Priti Patel, as did Su-
nak’s Goan-origin Cabinet ally Claire Coutinho. 
Gagan Mohindra held on to his South West Hert-
fordshire seat for the Conservatives, with Shivani 
Raja registering a gain for the party in the keenly 
watched constituency of  Leicester East.

Reflective of  the overall election results tally, it 
was the Labour Party that saw the maximum 
number of  winning Indian diaspora candidates, 
starting with party veterans such as Seema Mal-
hotra.  PTI

(From left) Labour ’s Seema Malhotra, Valerie Vaz and Lisa Nandy


