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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 33 25 SNY
Colombo 31 28 SNY
Dhaka 32 27 LR
Dubai 39 34 SNY
Houston 35 26 SNY
Istanbul 31 22 SNY
London 23 15 LR

Los Angeles 34 20  SNY
Melbourne 16 8 SNY
Moscow 24 15 SNY
New York 30 21 LR
Singapore 32 27 LR
Toronto 22 17 SNY
Washington 27 16 SNY

DHAKA

SHEIKH Hasina, who was elected for a 
record fourth consecutive term and 
fifth overall term this year, was always 
admired by her supporters as an “Iron 
Lady” before the dramatic develop-
ment of  her fleeing the country on Au-
gust 5 that abruptly ended her 15-year-
rule in Bangladesh.

Hasina, who provided stability to the 
once military-ruled Bangladesh but at 
the same time criticised as an “auto-
cratic” leader by opponents, was 
among the world’s longest-serving fe-
male heads of  government. The 
76-year-old daughter of  Bangladesh 
founder Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had 
been ruling the strategically located 
South Asian nation since 2009. She was 
elected for a record fourth consecutive 
term in January in an election boycott-
ed by the main opposition party Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of  
former premier Khaleda Zia and its 
allies.

Born in erstwhile East Pakistan 
(now in Bangladesh) in September 
1947, Hasina became active in politics 
while studying at the University of  
Dhaka in the late 1960s. She served as 
her father’s political liaison during his 
imprisonment by the Pakistani 
government.

In August 1975, her father Rahman, 
his wife and their three sons were as-
sassinated in their home by military 

officers. Hasina and her younger sister 
Sheikh Rehana survived the purge as 
they were abroad. Hasina, who spent 
six years in exile in India, was elected 
as the leader of  the Awami League, a 
party founded by her father.

In 1981, Hasina returned home and 
became vocal about democracy in the 
country ruled by the military, which 
placed her under house arrest on mul-
tiple occasions.

In the 1991 general elections, the 
Hasina-led Awami League failed to se-
cure a majority. Five years later, Hasi-
na was elected prime minister in the 
1996 general elections. Hasina was vot-
ed out of  office in the 2001 elections but 
returned to power with a thumping 
victory in 2008 polls. BNP has been left 
in the lurch since then. She escaped an 
assassination bid in 2004 when a gre-
nade exploded at her rally.

Soon after coming to power in 2009, 
Hasina set up a tribunal to try 1971 war 
crimes cases. The tribunal convicted 
some high-profile members of  the op-
position, sparking violent protests. 

‘Iron Lady’ was in exile in India after 
the Banga Bandhu’s assassination

Nation’s per capita income tripled, GDP grew 7.2% under Hasina

(Top) A protester throws a rubber tire on fire in Dhaka on Monday. (Above) 
Anti-government protesters celebrate in Shahbag near Dhaka university 
area after the prime minister fled the country |  AP/AFP

HOW IT ALL 
SNOWBALLED

JULY 1 

JULY 16

JULY 18

JULY 21

AUGUST 5

University students build 
barricades blocking roads and 

railway lines to demand 
reforms of a quota system for 

sought-after public sector jobs

Six people are killed in clashes, 
the first recorded deaths in the 

protests, a day after bitter 
violence when protesters and 

pro-government supporters 
fought in Dhaka with sticks, 

hurled bricks at each other

Students reject an olive branch 
from Hasina, a day after she 

appeals for calm and vows 
that every “murder” in the 

protests would be punished.  
The government imposes an 

internet blackout. At least 32 
people are killed and hundreds 

are wounded in clashes

Bangladesh’s Supreme Court, 
seen by critics as a rubber 

stamp for the will of Hasina’s 
government, rules the decision 

to reintroduce job quotas was 
illegal. But its verdict falls 

short of protesters’ demands

 Hasina flees Dhaka by 
helicopter as thousands of 

protesters storm her palace, 
with millions on the streets 

celebrating, some dancing on 
the roof of armoured cars

LONDON

UK Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er on Monday vowed “swift 
criminal sanctions” following 
an emergency meeting on the 
far-right riots that broke out 
across England last week over 
the murder of  three children.

The prime minister met with 
ministers and police chiefs, in-
cluding Scotland Yard boss 
Mark Rowley, to discuss how to 
quell the violence that first 
broke out in Southport, north-
west England, on Tuesday. 

Over the weekend, several po-
lice officers were injured and 
scores of  people were arrested 
as mobs throwing bricks and 
flares clashed with officers, 
burnt and looted shops, and 
smashed the windows of  cars 
and homes.

As part of  a “number of  ac-
tions” to come out of  Monday’s 
meeting, the government will 
“ramp up criminal justice” to 
ensure that “sanctions are 
swift”, Starmer told the media. 
He also said a “standing army” 
of  specially-trained police offic-

ers was ready to be deployed to 
support local forces where any 
further riots break out.

Clashes erupted in Southport 
a day after three young girls 
were killed and five more chil-
dren critically injured during a 
knife attack at a Taylor Swift-
themed dance class.

False rumours initially 
spread on social media saying 
the attacker was a Muslim asy-

lum seeker, but police said the 
suspect was a 17-year-old born 
in Wales, with UK media report-
ing he has Rwandan parents. 
However, that has not stopped 
mosques from being targeted. 
Police have since arrested hun-
dreds of  people in towns and cit-
ies nationwide, with anti-immi-
gration demonstrators and 
rioters facing off  against police 
and counter-protestors, includ-
ing groups of  Muslims. The 
prime minister on Sunday 
warned rioters they would “re-
gret” participating in England’s 
worst disorder in 13 years, while 
his interior minister Yvette 
Cooper told the BBC on Monday 
that “there will be a reckoning”. 
Cooper also said that social me-
dia put a “rocket booster” under 
the violence, and Starmer 
stressed that “criminal law ap-
plies online as well as offline”.

 Police have blamed the vio-
lence on people associated with 
the English Defence League, an 
anti-Islam organisation founded 
15 years ago whose supporters 
have been linked to football 
hooliganism.

Members of the local community clean 
the streets in Middlesbrough on Monday 
following rioting a day before |  AFP

Rioters to face swift criminal 
action, vows Brit PM Starmer


