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ODEPC initiated the “Work-in Health – Germany” project with the aim of enabling the recruit-
ment of nurses to Germany at no cost. Representatives from the German government organiza-
tion, DEFA, visited Kerala to discuss this project
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Religious ritual 
in school: Report 
sent to minister
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

MANOJKUMAR C, the Deputy 
Director of  Education (DDE) in 
Kozhikode, has forwarded the 
report filed by the Kunnummal 
assistant educational officer 
(AEO) on the religious ritual 
conducted in an aided school in 
the district to General Educa-
tion Minister V Sivankutty and 
the department director. 

The DDE has also sought an 
explanation from Aruna, the 
manager of  Nadumannur LP 
School who allegedly conduct-
ed the ‘Ganapathy homam’ on 
the campus on Tuesday. Mean-
while, it has been decided to 
reopen the school on Saturday.

The report filed by Kunnum-
mal AEO Abdhul Khader K on 
Wednesday had said the ‘con-
troversial’ incident at the 
school, situated in Kayakkodi 
panchayat, revealed a failure 
on the part of  its management. 
The report also said Aruna or-
ganised the event without the 
knowledge of  the headmistress 
and continued it in defiance of  
t h e  h e a d  t e a c h e r ’ s 
instructions.

“On Thursday, school man-
ager Aruna was asked to fur-
nish an explanation, either by 
appearing at the DDE office or 
via mail, within a week. A call
on further course of  action will 
be taken based on the state-
ment,” said Manojkumar. 

Govt increases prices of 13 essential 
items sold through Supplyco stores
Decision comes as part of changing fixed rate system introduced in 2016, to arrest price hike

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@T’Puram

IN A major policy shift that 
could make life miserable for 
common people, the state gov-
ernment has decided to in-
crease the price of  13 essential 
items sold through Supplyco 
outlets. Now the government 
will provide a subsidy of  up to 
35% of  open market rates. 
Therefore the price of  essential 
items will change according to 
the price fluctuations in the 
market. 

A decision was taken by the 
state cabinet to change the 
fixed rate system introduced 
when the first Pinarayi Vijayan 
government came to power in 
2016, to arrest price hike. 

Instead, the government 
brought back the subsidy rate 
system that existed before 
2016. 

In 2016, the Left government 
had taken a policy decision not 
to increase the price of  essen-
tial items, as part of  an effort to 
arrest price hike. 

The government fixed the 
rate that existed in 2014 (26% 
less than the then market price) 
for these items, and it contin-
ued till now. However, consider-
ing the huge price hike in the 

open market, the cabinet gave 
its nod to go for a policy 
change. 

The government decision to 
hike the prices of  essential 
items sold through Supplyco 
created a major uproar in the 
assembly on Thursday. 

Leader of  Opposition V D 

Satheesan questioned the deci-
sion through a submission. He 
came down heavily on the gov-
ernment for keeping the assem-
bly in the dark about the deci-
sion. The minister announced 
the decision outside the assem-
bly, he said. 

Replying to the Opposition 

charge, Civil Supplies Minister 
G R Anil said that the public 
can buy the specified 13 items 
for `940 from Supplyco outlets 
whereas in the open market the 
price for these items would be 
`1,446. He claimed that the con-
sumer will get a subsidy benefit 
of  `506. 

“This is a model market in-
tervention to give maximum 
benefits to consumers. The gov-
ernment took the decision 
based on its conviction that to 
maintain this system in a sus-
tainable and permanent state 
there should be scientific and 
logical modification of  the sub-
sidy mechanism,” the minister 
told reporters later.

He also said that, in 2013 and 
2014 the UDF government in-
creased the price of  these items 
three times. 

“The Supplyco is facing a 
huge financial liability of  `35 
crore per month and ̀ 425 crore 
per year. Each year around 35 
to 40 lakh families rely on the 
Supplyco. The financial liabili-
ties of  various departments to 
the Supplyco comes to `1,525 
crore,” he said. 

At present, Suppplyco suffers 
a financial burden close to ̀ 425 
crore per annum through mar-
ket intervention measures. 

Mujahid Conference 
urges SC to intervene 
in Gyanvapi issue
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

THE 10th Mujahid Conference 
that began at Karipur on Thurs-
day hailed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s speech in the 
UAE, where he said the world 
needs governments that accom-
modate all sections of  people.

The conference felt the coun-
try will be saved from its cur-
rent insecurity if  the prime 
minister implements the con-
tent of  his speech delivered at 
the World Governments’ 
Summit. 

“Minorities includ-
ing Muslims are de-
nied the equal justice 
and opportunity envis-
aged in the Constitu-
tion. This situation 
should be solved in the light 
of  the prime minister’s state-
ment,” the Mujahid Conference 
noted.

It also demanded that the 
government should create a 
congenial situation for a peace-
ful living for all citizens. It not-
ed that injustice and inequality 
will lead to anarchy in the 
country. “It is a matter of  con-
cern that mosques and church-
es are being destroyed and en-
croached in the country. The 
court orders that pay scant re-

gard to the law that stipulated 
status quo for places of  wor-
ship are posing dangers to de-
mocracy,” the conference said. 

It wanted the supreme court 
to intervene in the court order 
that allowed pooja at the Gyan-
vapi mosque in Varanasi.

Abed Alrazeq Abu Jazer, the 
media and politics counsellor 
at the Palestine Embassy, inau-
gurated the conference. He said 
the support extended by the 
people of  India to the Palestine 
struggle is inspiring. He re-

called the support given by 
Mahatma Gandhi during 

the Indian independ-
ence struggle.

Organising commit-
tee working chairman 
K L P Yusuf  presided 

over. K N M Markazudawa 
president E K Ahamed Kut-

ty, general secretary C P Umar 
Sullami, MPs Elamaram Kar-
eem and Benoy Viswom, IUML 
state general secretary P M A 
Salam, Swami Athmadas Yami, 
Fr Sajeev Varghese, Padma 
Shri Cheruvayal Raman and I 
P Abdusalam were among those 
who attended.

Kerala Jam-Iyyathul Ulama 
president A Abdul Hameed 
Madani inaugurated the Global 
Islahi Meet organised as part 
of  the conference.

The government took the decision based on its conviction that to 
maintain this system in a sustainable and permanent state there 
should be scientific and logical modification of the subsidy 
mechanism

G R Anil, Food and Civil Supplies Minister

Excise to hold spl anti-narcotic drives
S H A N  A  S  @ T’Puram

THE excise department has 
decided to conduct four man-
datory anti-narcotic pro-
grammes in each district in a 
bid to curb the influx of  con-
traband to the state. 

The decision was tak-
en in a monthly confer-
ence convened by Ex-
cise Commissioner 
Mahipal Yadav last 
month. 

During the meeting, it 
was decided to regularly 
conduct four special drives in 
each district. The joint com-
missioners, who are in charge 
of  the zones, were directed to 
conduct one special drive in 
each district. There are three 

excise zones in the state and 
14 excise divisions come un-
der them. 

Each zone is headed by a 
joint commissioner. The ex-
cise divisions, which are cot-
erminous with the revenue 

districts, are headed by dep-
uty commissioners and 

each of  them has been 
given a target of  three 
special drives to be 
held in areas under 

their jurisdiction. 
Sources said the special 

drive could be anything 
ranging from combing opera-
tions to border sealing. 

“The directive is to conduct 
special programmes to tackle 
the increased inflow of  drugs 
and intoxicants to the state. 

The officers will have the lib-
erty to conduct programmes 
that they find suitable. It could 
be combing operations to nab  
history-sheeters, vehicle 
checking, and checking of  
train passengers with the as-
sistance of  the police and the 
Railway Protection Force. 
They can also seal the inter-
state borders and conduct 
checking of  vehicles and pas-
sengers,” said the source. 

The excise, meanwhile, is 
working out a plan to conduct 
a month-long drive ahead of  
the Lok Sabha polls to prevent 
smuggling of  intoxicants to 
the state. The exercise will be 
launched once the notifica-
tion of  the Lok Sabha poll is 
issued.

E X P R E S S 
R E A D

PM Modi to 
visit state  
on Feb 27
T’Puram: With the Lok 
Sabha election around 
the corner, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit 
the state once again. He 
will inaugurate the 
valedictory function of 
the Kerala Padayatra, led 
by BJP state chief K 
Surendran, at the state 
capital on February 27. In 
a press conference in 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Surendran said the 
function will be held at 
the Central Stadium. 
Modi is likely to attend a 
couple of other official 
programmes in the state.  

NEW PRICE LIST OF  13 ESSENTIAL GOODS

Matta Rice- I30

Kuruva Rice- I30

Raw Rice- I26

Moong dal- I92

Black gram- I95

Chana- I69

Red Cow Peas- I75

Toor Dal- I113

Chili (half kg)- I82

Coriander (half kg)- I39

Sugar (1kg)- I27

Coconut oil (0.5 kg) - I55

Jaya Rice- I29


