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New urban policy will take needs of
youth into consideration, says CM
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Kerala’s new urban policy
should take into considera-
tion the needs of the youth
as well as the elderly, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
has said.

He made the comment
during a discussion on
Wednesday with the mem-
bers of the Kerala Urban
Policy Commission, consti-
tuted by the State govern-

ment as part of the forma-
tion of the New Kerala
Urban Policy.

Project for elderly
The Chief Minsiter Vijayan
said that elderly friendly
projects should be formu-
lated in various sectors and
the participation of the
youth should be ensured in
all sectors.

The policy should have
recommendations to im-
prove the quality of life of

The policy will have
recommendations to
improve the quality
of people’s lives in
the State

Kerala’s people to match
the standards of the deve-
loped countries.

The commission should
also foresee the future pat-
terns of urbanisation.

In the near future, it

would be hard to differen-
tiate between rural and ur-
ban areas in the State, go-
ing by current
developmental trajecto-
ries, he said.

Minister for Local Self-
Governments M.B. Rajesh,
Kerala Urban Policy Com-
mission chairperson M.
Satish Kumar, co-chairper-
sons M. Anil Kumar, E. Na-
rayanan and members
were present in the meet-
ing.

As takers for ecotourism rise,
spike in man-animal conflict

State is devising plans to attract more tourists to these destinations. Environmentalists flay such

measures without taking into account its impact on wildlife and its habitat in reserve forest areas

Dhinesh Kallungal
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ven as the rising hu-
E man-animal conflict

is keeping the State
on tenterhooks with an up-
tick in loss of lives due to
elephant attacks, there is a
considerable increase in
tourist footfall and the re-
venue netted in ecotou-
rism centres in these re-
gions. The State is also
devising plans to attract
more tourists to these des-
tinations without taking in-
to account the impact on
wildlife and its habitat in
protected and reserve for-
est areas.

According to the statis-
tics available with the For-
est department, there are
71 ecotourism destinations
in the State and these desti-
nations generated a reve-
nue of T56.80 crore in 2023
alone, while the revenue
was 339.57 crore in 2022
and 17.80 crore in 2021.
Further, the State govern-
ment has decided to form
the Kerala Forest Ecotou-
rism Development Author-
ity in a bid to attract more
tourists to these destina-
tions by linking ecotourism
destinations inside the
State and providing better
amenities to tourists by
scaling up infrastructure
and other facilities. The
process to form ecotou-
rism circuits is on the anvil,
according to Forest depart-
ment sources.

Speaking to The Hindu,

Aview of the Kakkadampoyil ecotourism spot in Kozhikode district. K. RAGESH

N. Badusha, president,
Wayanad Prakruthi Sam-
rakshana Samithi, who ap-
proached the High Court
seeking a directive to close
down the ecotourism des-
tinations in Wayanad, said
there is a sharp decline in
wild animals entering hu-
man habitations within
days of the High Court di-
rective to close down the
ecotourism centres in
Wayanad until further or-
ders from the court on Fe-
bruary 29.

Lack of guidelines

The State government has
been promoting mass tou-
rism in these destinations
without even conducting a
study on the carrying ca-
pacity of each destination
and its impact on wildlife.
The State also lacks ecotou-

rism guidelines to regulate
the mushrooming industry
in the forest and forest
fringes. The unrestricted
entry of humans into the
habitats of wild animals,
especially during the sum-
mer, will provoke the ani-
mals already affected by
fodder and drinking water
shortages, forcing them to
enter human habitations,
said Mr. Badusha.

For instance, hundreds
of vehicles were allowed in
the core of the Muthanga
Wildlife Sanctuary in the
name of eoctourism even
though the sanctuary
serves as a home to hun-
dreds of migrating ele-
phants from Sathyamanga-
lam, Bandipur and
Muthumala during the
summer. The infamous
wildfire at Chembra peak,

one of the highest peaks in
the Western Ghats and an
adventure tourism spot,
was the result of unbridled
tourism inside the forest,
in which more than 50
hectares of grasslands
were destroyed, he added.

Be it in Wayanad, Iduk-
ki, or other vulnerable
areas, the ecotourism
centres should be closed
down immediately, said
the samithi. Though the
scheme is meant to pro-
vide livelihood means for
tribes in these areas, the
ecotourism projects are hi-
jacked by industry giants
and the resort mafia, they
alleged. The Munnar Wil-
dlife Division is the highest
revenue earning division
for the Forest department.
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KAU’s herbicide applicator gets patent
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Kerala Agricultural Univer-
sity (KAU) has been award-
ed a patent for a crop-pro-
tective herbicide
applicator, which is a ma-
chine for directed applica-
tion of herbicides on
weeds, minimising herbi-
cide spray drift and subse-
quent harm caused to
crops due to phytotoxicity.

This invention helps

farmers control weeds
with minimal crop dam-
age. While spraying, the
crop is drawn inside a
crop-protective hood,
where it is shielded from
the herbicide droplets
emanating from the nozzle
outside. Weeds are drawn
inside a spray hood and are
wetted by the spray dro-
plets from nozzle inside
the spray hood. Spray drift
and the consequent harm
to crops brought about by

phytotoxicity are signifi-
cantly reduced by the use
of crop-protective hood.
The design of the ma-
chine was the outcome of
research by scientists
Sheeja K. Raj, Jacob D.,
Shalini Pillai P., and post-
graduate scholars Dhanu
Unnikrishnan, Anitrosa In-
nozent, Krishnasree Rad-
hakrishnan, and Seethal
Rose Chacko at the Agro-
nomy Department, College
of Agriculture, Vellayani.

The crop-protective herbicide
applicator.
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